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religion was to form the basis of all other instruction.
The older girls were given lessons in La Morale, that is to
say, in the elementary principles of moral philosophy which
formed an integral part in the education of their brothers,
and which must enter into every serious study of religion
or social science.
On the whole, the programme was less academic than
that of the Rue St. Jacques where Madame de Maintenon
had spent the years of her childhood. Indeed, the
older girls gave time to household duties somewhat
after the manner of the children of the Abbaye-aux-Bois.
This was all the more necessary on account of the mother-
less condition of many of the girls, who probably would
never receive at home that elementary domestic training
which nothing can replace. Moreover, as the pupils were
especially recruited from impoverished families, they would
one day have to try, in face of difficulties, to keep up a
distinguished position. For this, all the skill and practical
wisdom taught at St. Cyr would be found necessary, so that
in grounding its pupils in domestic studies the establish-
ment was in very truth giving them the most fitting pre-
paration for life.
" How I wish/' sighed Madame de Maintenon to the
mistresses at St. Cyr, " that you would perfect your
tapestry work, not in order to produce exquisite patterns,
but to furnish suitably designed chairs and sofas! "
For Madame de Maintenon, the children were every-
thing. Delightful as was her intercourse with the nuns,
she seems to have made no secret of the fact that she looks
upon them as means to an end. When first gathered
together, the Dames de St. Louis were merely devout
ladies united by a noble purpose. But, as the foundress
cjuaintly points out: " On n'a point trouve de moyen plus